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Chief technologist Wilson bids AFRL farewell 
by 1st Lt. Morgan J. O’Brien, AFRL Public Affairs 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio — After a two-year stay as the Air Force Research Labo-
ratory Chief technologist, Dr. Barbara Wilson has returned to NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab in Pasenda, Calif. 

Wilson arrived at AFRL in 2001, after serving on the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board and gaining 
first-hand experience of the high quality of work carried out within AFRL and by outside contractors in 
industry, academia and other government labs. Prior to the position at AFRL she worked at JPL for 15 
years. 

“These factors made it very appealing to come to Dayton for two years and work with these programs 
directly,” Wilson said. Wilson was detailed to AFRL under the Intergovernmental Personnel Act Mobility 
Program for her two-year assignment 

She left AFRL on an action-packed day, typical of her time at the lab. “My final day will be Sept. 17,” 
Wilson said, “ with my final research council meeting followed by the AFRL Fellows Banquet at the Nutter 
Center.” 

“I’ve learned a great deal during my two years at AFRL,” Wilson said. “When I arrived there were a number 
of areas of S&T in the AFRL portfolio with which I had little previous experience. 

Wilson leaves AFRL with positive memories of, “the great people I’ve met, followed by the exciting S&T 
I’ve had the opportunity to learn about directly from the people who are doing the work,” she said. 

As parting advice to her friends and colleagues at AFRL, Wilson said, “Keep up the good work. I’ve just 
been invited back on the Scientific Advisory Board, so I’ll be continuing to see and appreciate all the 
wonderful things you have accomplished.” 

Wilson graduated summa cum laude from Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, Mass., with a bachelor’s 
degree in physics, 1968. She holds a doctorate of Philosophy in condensed matter physics from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. @ 


